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3,303 (71.98%)
680 (14.82%)
246 ( 5.36%)

2,229 (92.16%)

WAL=%4
VoL X

@t | 1,200.361 (100.00%)
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x6 HEMAICHITS6 R 12HOFNOMEMR (1938 — 1939 &F)

175 7 SR AR Wt
I ANDEE SR FERE Zof | (C1+c2)/a] ey,

# o) | O B | BA 1 c2 (%) e A
WL 4K | 63 8.71 24.096.7| 78.34 /NoE 1,588.4 1,514.8 10.09| 30,760.2
KEL1H | 52 7.66 7,070.2| 65.82| #hs LE97M) 2,411.7 173.1 24.06| 10,741.4
SE2R | 50 6.67 9,772.8| 67.54 Priw 1,156.0 1,203.2 16.30| 14,469.5
WA | 55 3.65 4,562.7| 58.54 3 1,287.0 1,406.4 34.56 7,794.1
A LA | 94 3.02 4,951.0| 33.63 +A45 7,523.5 699.5 55.86| 14,721.0
M85 34 | 80 2.38 3,839.2| 32.87 #£%& 5,119.6 1,159.5 53.76| 11,680.3
& & 394 5.12| 54,292.6| 60.21 19,086.2 6,156.5 28.00| 90,166.5
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NEER 142.70 ( 16.29) 733.20 (83.71) 875.90 (100.00)
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(AL Do, AP o ER I 1840 £ % 100.0 & 3 598%0

VAR 1840 1860 1894 1913 1920 1936
A RS PE T 600,059 624,595 686,246 778,595 842,947 910,422
TARRE RS | 597,327 (100.00) | 604,710 (100.00) | 589,158 (100.00) | 497,421 (100.00) | 552,317 (100.00) | 352,980 (100.00)
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AR T RS 100.0 101.2 98.6 83.3 92.5 59.1
H G AR iR 100.0 102.0 105.9 109.8 117.3 92.6
P A RS 100.0 100.5 92.1 59.5 70.2 29.1
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9 1840, 1936 MFEICH T H2FEFRNEES - MESH LUERIEEDLEE
AT it P A
i : .| . A W
1840 4 1936 4% 0 1840 4F 1936 4 0 1840 4 | 1936 4%
K7 | 2,320.0 %7 2,773.94&T| 20| 208.2fT| 13,833.3 HmWi|  871.04%T| 58,066.5 Hli| 318 9.0/ 31.4
M 970.7 HHH| 1,736.0 54| 79| 277.7 | 1,388.4 Jihi| 1,512.1 HH| 7,560.5 Jli| 445 28.6| 87.1
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Development of the Rural Cotton Textile Industry in China since the Ming
Dynasty: Under the Perspectives of Proto-industrialization

Hongjuan Zhuang

The purpose of this article is to analyze the development of the rural cotton textile industry in China
since the Ming dynasty under the perspectives of proto-industrialization.

About the Chinese rural cotton textile industry, the previous studies have made remarkable
advances, but also remained a mystery that the rural cotton textile industry had the tenacious
resistance to move into modern cotton industry. Proto-industrialization theory presents three new
valuable analytical perspectives that the theory on traditional rural industry has never stressed: firstly
the location in rural areas, secondly the production for the distant markets, and thirdly the divorce
between the zone specializing in cotton textile industry and its adjacent zone devoting itself to
commercial agriculture. The results of this article will show that in China the similar features to the
first and second points on the Western experiences are found. But, as for the third point, China was
very different from the European countries., because in China it was difficult to distinguish the zone
of the cotton textile industry from that of the commercial agriculture within an area.

The Chinese rural cotton textile industry was based not on the intra-regional division of labors
such as in Europe, but on the intra-local division of labors, especially sustained by the domestic
partnership. However, this difference strongly prescribed the developmental trends of the Chinese
traditional cotton industry, and reflected that the Chinese peasants’ eagerness for lands and their
special logic about business. By and large, the peasants produced textiles for the self-sufficiency of
their households. Therefore, the Chinese rural cotton textile industry, which the peasants engaged in as
a side business, had been kept over six centuries after the Ming Dynasty.

Finally, this article presents a hypothesis about the competition among the districts producing
homespun cloth, and argues it was another task on the historical development of Chinese rural cotton

textile industry.



