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Memoir of Osaka University talked by Professor Emeritus Noboru Sonoda (1)

Masaki Kan, Toshikazu Hirao and Takeshi Abe

This is a record of the talk of Professor Emeritus Noboru Sonoda related to the history of Osaka Uni-
versity. Professor Sonoda, who was born in 1933, studied at the Faculty of Engineering and the Grad-
uate School of Engineering both of Osaka University. In 1961 he became the first winner of Ph.D.
degree in the field of chemical engineering at the university under the new educational system in the
postwar days, and, after experiencing Assistant Professor and Associate Professor, came to be Profes-
sor at the Faculty of Engineering of Osaka University in 1973. In Japan at that time, the High -Growth
Era, while many industries remarkably developed, the environmental pollution became a big social
problem. Professor Sonoda contributed to solving that at Osaka University. He was elected the Dean
of the Faculty of Engineering at the university in 1993, and made efforts to reorganize the educational
system both of Faculty and Graduate School. As Dean, Professor Sonoda also endeavored to establish
some research centers in Osaka University, especially International Center for Biotechnology (ICBio-

tech) and Venture Business Laboratory (OUV).



