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Memoir of Osaka University talked by Professor Emeritus Noboru Sonoda (2)

Masaki Kan, Toshikazu Hirao and Takeshi Abe

This is a record of the talk of Professor Emeritus Noboru Sonoda related to the history of Osaka
University. At this interview, first of all, Professor Sonoda well explained the education of engineering,
a research laboratory, and staff meetings at the Faculty of Engineering and the Graduate School of
Engineering at Osaka University.

As Dean, Professor Sonoda responded to the damages of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in
January, 1995, which destroyed many facilities about engineering. In April, 1996 he was nominated as
Vice-President by President Kanamori, and worked for one year, especially to improve the liberal arts
and sciences after the abolishment of Department of General Education in 1994.

Professor Sonoda was also appointed at Assistant for two Presidents, Kumagai and Kanamori,
and one of his most important tasks was to deal with the accident of explosion at the Faculty of
Engineering Science in October, 1991.

Professor Sonoda was highly evaluated in research of chemical engineering. He was elected to
President of the Chemical Society of Japan in 1997 and also to President of the Japan Petroleum

Institute in 1998, and won many prizes including Medal with Purple Ribbon.



