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Oxygen Industry under Economic Controls

Minoru Sawai

Technology of gas welding and cutting was crucially important for various industrial sectors such
as shipbuilding and construction not only during the wartime but postwar rehabilitation period. Gas
welding and cutting was supported by the stable supply of oxygen, acetylene, welding rods, welders
and cutting machines.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the situation of oxygen industry under economic controls
mainly in the 1940s. Price controls of oxygen was introduced in June of 1942, and abolished in
July of 1950. In that sense economic controls for the oxygen industry continued from the wartime
to the postwar period over the end of the war. Facing to the changing business climate from war
mobilization, defeat of the war, occupation and demobilization to the rehabilitation of the Japanese

economy, the main oxygen firms managed to run their business.



