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The Store Regulations of the Cotton Fabric Wholesaler Nagai Family

Atsuko Suzuki

Nagai family is representative of Ise merchant in Japan as well as Hasegawa, Ozu and Mitsui
family. Tsunenao Nagai (1644-1725) was born in the castle town Matsusaka in Kii (Mie prefecture).
He opened the cotton fabric wholesale store “Yamatoya” in 1686 on Odenmacho Street in Edo.
Tsunetaka Nagai (1691-1753) established in 1740 the cotton goods wholesale store “Wataya” that
stood diagonally opposite to “Yamatoya”. Nagai family documents are recognized as one of the
most valuable archives for investigation of the cotton fabric wholesale in the Edo period. The JSPS
members investigated about 14,000 letters and documents which were sent from the Edo stores of
Nagai. The contents of them are very various. I discovered several store regulations of Nagai family in
them. One of these store regulations “Tanaokite-no-koto” was written in 1729-1801. By analyzing of
this regulation and comparing with other family regulations, I described clearly the characteristics of
Nagai family with regard to 1) the business activity and the staff rules, 2) the tasks in the professional

positions.

JEL Classification: M50, N65

Keywords: business history, store regulations, cotton fabric wholesaler, business archives



