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A Study of Theoretical Relationships
between Intangible Assets and Environmental Performance

Maki Kitada

This paper investigates theoretical relationships between intangible assets and environmental
performance. More specifically, it postulates a reciprocal influence among environmental performance
and three intangible assets—innovation, human resources, and reputation. The paper presents three
hypotheses about how innovation and human resources enhance a firm’s environmental performance
and how environmental performance enhances a firm’s reputation. After reviewing previous researches
that support propositions presented here and identifying their limitations, this paper discusses its

hypotheses with a case study of a Japanese firm.
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