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Development and Structure of the Electric
Lamp Industry in Modern Osaka

Teruo Hirasawa

The purpose of this article is to analyze the development and the structure of the electric lamp
industry in modern Osaka.

In Osaka, the population, the per-capita income and the demand for electric lamps increased by the
development as the center of the industrialization in prewar Japan. Under these good conditions, many
of electric lamp companies were founded by engineers and workers who had mastered manufacturing
skills of electric lamps and had left big companies such as Tokyo Electric Co., Ltd. [Tokyo Denki
Kabushiki Kaisha] and Osaka Electric Lamp Co., Ltd. [Osaka Denkyu Kabushiki Kaisha]. Moreover
the major customers in the Kansai district actively supported to establish electric lamp companies in
order to localize sourcing of electric lamps.

The Osaka electric lamp industry developed in earnest by the two ways from the latter of the 1920s
to the first half of the 1930s. First, it developed by the continuative dealings with the major customers
in the Kansai district. However, electric lamp companies faced the intense competition because that
the diffusion of electric lamps took around and that the expansion speed of the domestic market
became slow. The major company and only few middle-sized makers were able to survive in the
market competition in the 1930s.

Secondly, the other small-sized makers found a way out of exports. Osaka’s electric lamp exports
gradually shifted from house lamps to small-sized ones such as miniature lamps. Then electric lamp
exports led the development of the Osaka electric lamp industry in the 1930s.

As the above result, it was formed the characteristic structure that the small and medium-sized
makers and the major company coexisted in this industry. And Osaka developed as one of the main

locations of the electric lamp production and export with Tokyo.
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