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The Activities of the Osaka Prefectural Institute for Industrial Efficiency
and the Osaka Prefectural Industrial Research Institute in Prewar and
Wartime Periods

Minoru Sawai

In April 1925 the Osaka Prefectural Institute for Industrial Efficiency (referred to simply as OPIIE
hereafter) was established as a public research institute that focused on the promotion of industrial
efficiency or scientific management for the first time in Japan. In addition to this institute, in April
1929 the Osaka Prefectural Industrial Research Institute (OPIRI) was opened for technical supports
for small business in Osaka.

By the establishment of above two research institutes, there existed four research institutes that
included the National Osaka Industrial Research Institute and the Osaka Municipal Technical Research
Institute at the end of the 1920s in Osaka. Four research institutes pursued their own research targets
in the relation of competition and cooperation, forming the social network of industrial innovation
and upgrading of small business in Osaka. In this paper the historical significance of public research

institutes would be discussed through the examination of the activities of the OPIIE and the OPIRI.



