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Memoir of Textile Trading Business in Postwar Japan Talked by
Mr.Yasutaro Imai

Takeshi Abe

This is a record of the talk of Mr.Yasutaro Imai (1909-2002) on the textile trading business in
April 1997 at his company office in Tokyo. The interviewers were Professors Takafusa Nakamura,
Masayuki Tanimoto and Takeshi Abe. Mr Imai was born as a son of a textile wholesale merchant at
a center of Japan’s textile trading, Nihonbashi in Tokyo. From his teens, Mr.Imai worked very hard
as an employee at Inamura Shoten of Nihonbashi in order to revive his house collapsed by the Great
Kanto Earthquake in 1923. In 1947 he started the textile trading with, Mr.Yoshizaki, one of his former
colleagues at Inamura Shoten, where both of them retired in 1944. And they vigorously worked in
the black market. After the early 1950s when the controlled economy changed into the free market,
Mr.Imai’s business also returned to normal trading, and he came to deal in bedding and nightwear. In
this talk Mr.Imai vividly explained the black market of textiles after the Japanese defeat in 1945, and
the textile trading after the Second World War.



