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Japan’s developmentalism on domestic resources during the 1950s:
focus on Koichi Aki and Saburd Okita

Satoru Kobori

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the changes of Japan’s developmentalism in domestic
resources during the 1950s. The paper focuses on two technocrats, Koichi Aki and Saburd Okita, who
were very famous in the discussion about energy and resources problem of Japan at that time.

The changes in their consideration about the Japanese resources problems are divided into
following three periods. First, in the beginning of the 1950s, they insisted that the main resources
of Japan should be domestic hydropower and that Japan should comprehensively develop hydro
resources. They however noticed it was very difficult to develop hydro resources in comprehensive, so
they expected to import some resources in South-East Asia.

Second, in the middle of the 1950s, they saw the Japanese economy as energy intensive because
of its industrial structure and insisted its conversion. The solution proposed by Aki was the transfers
of energy intensive industries from Japan to Asian countries which had much richer resources than
Japan. Besides, Aki insisted that the Asian countries should cooperate in more closely with each other
in their economic and resource planning. On the other hand, Okita suggested that Japan should grow
the heavy industries which efficiently consumed energy, for example, machinery industries.

Third, in the end of the 1950s, they thought supply of energy and resources in Japan would be no
longer big problem because Japan would be able to import plenty of oil abroad. Okita especially told
that Japan was superior to the European countries in utilizing foreign resources because Japan had

main industrial zones along its sea coast.

JEL classification: N55, N75, O14
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