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The Allocation of Engineers in Korea from the 1930s to the end of
Asian-Pacific War

Sawai, Minoru and Sun, Jae-Won

The purpose of this paper is to survey the allocation of engineers in Korea from the 1930s to the end
of Asian-Pacific War and to follow the enlargement process of middle-level technical education in the
war period. In order to examine the allocation of the engineers in the 1930s, we use two important
data books: Nihon Gijutsusha Soran (Survey of Engineers in Japan) edited by Nikkan Kogyo
Shinbunsha in 1934 and Chosen Gijutsuka Meibo (List of Engineers in Korea) edited by Chosen
Kogyo Kyokai in 1939. The former includes 41, 080 engineers, of which 1900 engineers (1,650
Japanese and 250 Koreans) working in Korea, while the latter covers 6,805 engineers composed of
5,762 Japanese and 1, 043 Koreans.

To confirm the allocation of engineers in 1941, 1942 and in 1943, we use Chosen Rodo Gijutsu
Tokei Chosa (Statistical Survey on Labor and Technology in Korea) conducted by the Colonial
Government.

As already mentioned in previous studies, we also confirm that for Japanese and Korean engineers
there a limited chance to work together in the same places from our case studies of railway bureau of
the Colonial Government and Chosen Chisso Hiryo (Korean Nitrogen Fertilizer Company).

To substitute the Japanese engineers who were mobilized toward the total war, there existed a sharp
increase of demand for massive Korean engineers who completed middle-level and higher technical
education during the war. The number of middle-level technical schools rapidly increased from
only one in prewar period to thirty at the end of the war, as a result, the number of Korean students
surpassed Japanese ones in the middle of the Asian-Pacific War. As Korean engineers were also
mobilized to war purposes, however, small business run by Korean owners faced limited chances to
employ the Korean engineers.

We could raise the questions how Korean people maintained and enlarged technical schools and
furthermore how the Japanese engineers reflected their experiences in Korea after the end of the war.
There questions are far beyond the scope of this paper. The discussion on the “legacy” of human
resources from the colonial times to the postwar period in Korea, however, could not get a clear image

without answering these questions.





