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A Critical Study of UMESAOQO Tadao’s Perspective
on Syakai—kyoiku :
Comparative Analysis of UMESAQO’s Argument and
Discussions in “Gekkan Syakai-kyoiku”

Chikato ENDO, Yasumasa TOMODA

Cultural activities, generally, interest people well. So it is an important subject how
cultural activities are evaluated in theories and practices in the field of Syakai—kyoiku
(adult education and out-of—school education for youth). Indeed,in law of Syakai—
kyoiku, recreation is included in the field of Syakai-kyoiku.

The authors reviewed 181 articles picked up in “Gekkan (Monthly) Syakai—kyoiku”
published in from 1973 to 1997. It appears that, with evaluating cultural activities, the
journal articles reasonably evaluated cultural activities on the point of educational effect.
But there are three viewpoints in evaluating values of amusement and enjoyment. First
point of view is that they are not refered. Second is that they, are not denied, are not
sufficiently. Third is educational effect with them or that educational effect and they are
seen with the equivalent values.

However, it could lead into risky situation which the needs of learners are ignored to
emphasize educational effect too much. Although the view of the point of educational
effect is very important,only learners can decide what they need for their cultural and
learning activities. It would be never allowed to force learners silence by considering that

only educational effect is important.



