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Thailand’s  economic growth has led to the inflix of migrant workers from neighboring
countries, particularly Myanmar. At present, the exact number of migrant workers in Thailand is not known, but it
is estimated that there are about two million. Not only the migrant workers, themselves, but their children also enter
Thailand. It is estimated that there are more than 200,000 migrant children and the number has been increasing
due to new births. Migrant children in Thailand face many problems, especially difficulty in accessing basic
human rights such as education and healthcare.

In Thailand, there are already policies in place that provide educational opportunity for migrant children (with
or without proof of civil registration ). They can enroll in public schools and have the same rights regarding
access to education as do Thai children. This is a highly advanced policy. However, there are
still problems with the policies” implementation. That is to say most migrant children cannot enroll in school because of
factors having to do with family, community, the children themselves, policies, and schools.

The author chose Samut Sakhon Province as a field anea to study the patterns of education provided. The
study found that there are three patterns of education that are provided in Samut Sakhon Province. The first is formal
education by public schools, which has advantages in the realm of budget and continuity in provision of

education. However, school education cannot respond to all of the needs of migrant children, in particular, the teaching

of their native language, which is important due to the fact that they do not have permanent living status and may end up
having to retum to their home countries at some point. The second pattern, Non-formal education by the Mon
community, is able to respond to needs regarding language study, but has problems in administration and with a lack of
official ~recognition. Lastly, non-formal education by NGOs is equipped to prepare migrant
children to adapt to Thai society but has problems regarding the quality of education provided.

Among the three patterns of educational provision, formal education seems to have the most potential due to the
fact that there is support from the MOE in the form of policy and funding. However, a!thoﬁgh this policy has been in
effect for more than four years, there are still few migrant children who are able to enroll in public schools. The author
also studied the problems that occur in schools in order to clarify what difficulties the schools face in provision of
education for migrant children. The study found that the schools have problems regarding a lack of clarity in the
system for accepting migrant children, limited resources, and the language barrier.

A local NGO has attempted to engage in collaboration with schools in order to help solve problems and support
a larger number of children’s having access to education. The author studied factors that influence effectiveness and
ineffectiveness in collaborations between the two partners. Three case studies of collaborations between A NGO and A
School, B School and C School, respectively, were conducted. The factors that affected the success or failure of the
collaboration were categorized as personal, interpersonal, organizational, operational and outside factors. The
main personal factor that contributed to the effectiveness of the collaboration between A NGO and A School was the
school administration’s positive attitude towards education for migrant children. Interpersonal factors included
communication and a shared vision between partners which helped 'make collaboration successful. Moreover, A
School received administrative support from their higher. authority (The Educational Service Area) which
supported them when they faced problems. As for the operational factors, it was found that there was no written
agreement with regards to the collaboration in any of the three cases.

In conclusion, due to the fact that each stakeholder suffers from particular limitations, there should be
collaboration among organizations .in order to solve migrant children’s education problems. A positive
attitude towards this issue, commﬁnication, administrative support, and agreement on a specific goal among
stakeholders will help future collaboration become more effective.
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