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Is gesture a part of conversational style? :

The relationships between paralinguistic features of speech and rates of hand gestures
and its sex differences.

Ayumu ARAKAWA (Institute of Human Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)
Naoto SUZUKI (Department of Psychology, Doshisha University)

We investigated the relationship between paralinguistic features of speech and rates of hand gestures.
Twenty-eight pairs of friends (12 male pairs; 16 female pairs) participated in a task that involved explaining
animation under both face-to-face and not face-to-face conditions. Videotapes of their explanations were
reviewed and classified into categories to investigate the relationship between paralinguistic features of
speech and rates of hand gestures. The results showed that relationships between representational gestures
and paralinguistic features “speaking funny”, “monotonous voice” in male pairs. This implies that individual
difference of the rates of gesture is related to the difference of conversational style.

Key words: gesture, paralinguistic features, conversational style, sex difference, interpersonal situation



