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A New Order for Shia, Sunni, and Kurd in Iraq

—Deep Decisions in Iraqi Actors—

Wk W

Takaaki YOSHIOKA™**

Abstract

After the Arab Spring, we expected that a peaceful dream would come true in the Middle East coun-
tries by democratization, but the reality was completely different. In fact, it became worse. It is because
that new governments couldn’t govern well. After that, greater instability ensued. In the case of Iraq, 3
actors (Shia, Sunni, and Kurd) are playing a power game. Therefore, a fully independent Kurdistan
looks as distant a prospect as ever. Too many powerful players oppose it. The Kurds’ fate is to be manip-
ulated by other regional players. But Kurds will become independent when the other parties have given

up on being Iraqi. Until then, their best division is to consolidate.
¥—T—K: 457, ¥Y=Tik A=k, ZVF, TITTOFk
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