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What Determines an Evacuation Behavior to Temple?
Evidence from Kaikakuji Temple in Fukushima

ANDO Noriaki
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When the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred in 2011, many Buddhist
temples were utilized as evacuation shelters. Although a large number of studies
focusing on the supply side availability of temple shelters have been made, we
lack studies of the demand side. To investigate what factors caused people to
evacuate to temples this paper applies a binary logistic regression analysis to a
dataset gathered by questionnaires concerning Kaikakuji temple in Yotsukura,
Iwaki city, Fukushima prefecture. The analysis shows that people who were in
proximity to the temple when the earthquake occurred, as well as those who
had close or long-term relations with the temple or joined activities in its
immediate vicinity were more likely to evacuate to the temple.

Keywords: Great East Japan Earthquake, temple, evacuation shelter
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