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SUMMARY

Public Participation in Science and Technology and Its Challenges
Masaki NAKAMURA

In recent years, there is a growing attention in public participation in
science and technology. To make a critical decision in science and
technology related issues, public dialogue became inevitable: public
participation gets deeply built in the contemporary science and
technology-related policy process. However, there seems to be a great
ambiguity in the implication of public participation in question.

The activities referred to as public participation are actually quite
diverse, which range from a superficial to substantial participation. What
is at stake is to achieve substantial participation, which is to say, citizen
control.

At the same time, the context in which public participation initiatives
are implemented in the contemporary society has to be paid attention.
The public participation in science and technology is quite ambiguous in
the actual political context. In the British national debate over the
genetically modified foods, the public participation was at stake: who is the
‘public’, and what is the ‘real’ public opinion? Public participation is not
immune from political/social construction.

In order to cope with these challenges, we argue that the current
public participation initiatives put too much emphasis on institutional
mechanism, and tend to place themselves in the model of deliberative
democracy. However, the non-institutional/grass-roots dimension should be
paid much attention at the same time; and, the agnostic democracy model
should also be examined to discuss the future of public participation in
science and technology.

F—U— R BFEERA~OWRSM, WRZMW, 2oL, #ERE
EFR, BEABANBOR





