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Identity Strategy of Burakumin in Human Rights Education :

Rebuilding Community through Narrative Practice

HAYASHIZAKI Kazuhiko

In this article the identity probiems of Burakumin in an educational context are discussed. In Osaka
prefecture, the educational environment around Burakumin has undergone a significant change, from Dowa/Kaiho
education to Human Rights education. This change took place in April 2002 when the Dowa laws for special
measures came to an end. The new environment provides fewer opportunities for Burakumin to learn about the
Buraku problem.

What kind of identity management do Burakumin try to employ in this situation? The identity
management of five young people is examined through an analysis of interview data.

Findings obtained from the case studies are as follows: the Kaiho Kodomokai (Liberation Children's
Association) worked to provide children with opportunities to become aware of differences between them and other
children. This awareness helped to absorb the shock when they experienced stigmatization as Burakumin. However
the disappearance of the Kaiho Kodomokai is likely to result in children becoming aware of being Burakumin only in
conjunction with experiencing discrimination against Burakumin. Secondly, because of the loss of opportunities to
learn about the Buraku problem in the public sphere, the family's role in discussing the issue will become even more
significant. Results showed, however, that only a few parents were able to face the topic squarely in order to discuss
with their children how to cope with stigmatization.. Thirdly, the end of Dowa education means more and more
Burakumin are becoming ignorant of Buraku problems. Fourthly, since Buraku children are no longer expected to
play a role as fighters against discrimination, it has become more difficult for young Burakumin to combat the
negative message of stigma to see that being Buraku can also have positive meanings. Accordihg]y, most of the
young Burakumin were employing the strategy of trying to forget. They tried to minimize the significance of being
Burakumin and to ‘deny the importance of this part of their identity. This strategy is likely to prevail in the new
environment of Human Rights education.



