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1

Re-Investigating The Concept of Mind
—What is the Official Doctrine? —

IKEYOSHI Takuma

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate what Gilbert Ryle discussed in The Concept of Mind.
This book has some obscure points, so, to put it mildly, some philosophers have misunderstood
the direction of his argument. To clarify his viewpoint, it is important to notice 'the Official
Doctrine," which is the main opponent of the book.

In the first part of this paper, I examine what sort of philosophical arguments this doctrine
implies. It seems evident that it implies the so-called Descartes' myth—substantial dualism. But
Ryle's argument is also opposed to some sort of property dualism. So it could be said that the
official doctrine is incoherent, but as a whole, defenses the duality between mind and body. And
he took a persuasive argument against metaphysics of inner perception.

Next, I explicate Ryle's claim which substitutes for the official doctrine. He did not agree
physical reductionism such as mind-body identity theory. His point is that it is wrong to think
about the relation between mind and action by the mental causation. Instead, he proposed the
dispositional analysis. For Ryle, disposition is not a existential property, but rather semantic concept.
He said that dispositional statements are law-like, for what they represent are not statements but
bills for statements or statements specifications. By this approach, we could think what mental

statements represent without demanding the existence of mind.

Key Words : Gilbert Ryle, The Concept of Mind, mind-body dualism, disposition, mental causation
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