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This study attempted to reconceptualize the meaning of komunidad,
the Filipino term used by Filipinos when they form, gather and
articulate their common experiences as communities as migrants
in Japan. Relying heavily on the concept of transnational
communities, which is basically defined in this study as migrant
communities that maintain both ties to the migrants’ countries
of origin and host countries, this study analyzed and proved that
these Filipino transnational communities’ characteristics go
beyond sustaining ties to two countries. Rather, these
communities are what Homi Bhaba calls as third space, a space for
the negotiation of identity of the Filipino migrants in Japan.

Two specific objectives were answered by this study.

1. How do Filipino migrants shared experiences articulate the
socializing forces that lead in the formation of komunidad?

2. In what sense does komunidadbecome a site for the negotiating
of identity of the Filipino migrants in Japan?

In order to answer these objectives, three Filipino communities
were observed as study sites. These are San Lorenzo
Filipino—-Japanese Community and the Sakuranomiya Community in
Osaka and the Nonuike Filipino Community in Nagovya.

Filipino members of these communities, specifically those who
were married to Japanese, their spouses and their children were
interviewed for this study

In this research, the reconceptualization of komunidad is
located through the lens of marriage, religious practices and
certain cultural practices such as male circumcision and female
ear piercing as a site for exploring different ways that

identities are constructed, reworked and negotiated. Furthermore,
this study showed that the concept of third space may work and
maybe analyzed against ideological dichotomies and boundaries
such as Japanese/Filipino particularly that of Japanese
marriage/Filipino marriage, Japanese religious beliefs/Filipino
religious beliefs and Japanese cultural practices/Filipino
cultural practices. These may be considered as the in—between
spaces which are never black and white but full of tension and
constantly influx and being negotiated.

Within the context of transnational migration, migrants form
multiple identities, thereby proving that identity is not fixed
The komunidad becomes more than a transnational community in
another sense. It is a site for the negotiation of and formation
of multiple identities of the Filipino migrants. This proves that
identity is not fixed and can be negotiated. Being Filipino then
in Japan can be constructed along different influences of the
political and cultural logics that govern the Japanese society.
Thus, discourses on “othering” (who is Japanese/who is
Filipino) is not also bounded and neatly fixed.
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