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Dowreh and Hei'at: A Study of the Assemblages
of Iranians in Los Angeles

TSUBAKIHARA Atsuko

This paper discusses how are Iranians in Los Angeles keeping their ties, with focusing on
stylized social gatherings such as dowreh and hei'ar. The definitions of social groups in social
science such as community/ association, gemeinschaft/ gesellschaft, organic solidarity/ mechanical
solidarity, are dichotomical classification with the functionalistic point of view. I argue we should
explore the process how people make assemblages through the daily interaction beyond these
definitions.

First, I describe the aspects of dowreh and hei'at in Iran before Iranian revolution. These gatherings
enabled people in the major cities to keep their existing relationship despite the rapid population
growth by immigration. Likewise, Iranians in Los Angeles use these style of socialization in geogra-
phically-dispersed metropolitan area. The people make social networks by multiple belonging to
assemblage based on kinsip and friendship and so forth. They are making assemblages and social
networks without imagining "Iranian community".

It was difficult for Iranians in Los Angeles to make formal organizations in a top-down way
because of the diversity of political and religious standpoint among them. However, some of Iranian
NPOs have originally started as personal gatherings similar to dowreh and hei'at. These organization
s
didn't formulate their goal and regulation through debating in the beginning, and this pave the way

for making formal organizations even though controversial issues have been remained.

Keyword: Iran, Los Angeles, immigrants, assemblage, socialization.
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