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In this thesis, the thermoelectric (TE) properties of Ag—#Te, (¥ = Sb, Ga, and [n) were studied, with
the purpose of improvement of the TE performance of existing materials as well as find new high performance
TE materials.

In the first chapter, the basic science, engineering, theory, applications, and some of advanced TE
materials were explained.

In the second chapter, the experimental methods were described. The sample preparation methods, electrical
properties measurement methods, and the thermal properties measurement methods were explained in details.
In the third chapter, the author tried to improve the phase stability of the high performance TE material
AgSbTe, by adding a small amount of another phase. Pbg sGe, ¢,Te was chosen as the adding phase because
the crystal structure and the lattice parameter were completely the same as those of AgSbTe,. The phase
stability as well as the TE properties of the samples (Ag, ;Sby sTe), . (Pby 1sGey g Te), (x = 0, 0.01, 0.02,
0.05, and 0.1) were investigated. The AgShTe, phase was stabilized in the samples of x = 0.0l and 0. 02.
On the other hand, the samples of (Ag, ;Sbg sTe) 1005 (Pbg 15G€q s4T€), (x = 75, 80, 85, and 90) were prepared
and the TE properties were examined. Although all samples indicated single phase of the rhombohedral GeTe
phase before hot—press, those were decomposed into the GeTe—based matrix phase and the PbTe-based
precipitate after hot-press.

In the fourth chapter, the TE properties of chalcopyrite Ag,_,GaTe,, Ag,_Cu,GaTe,, AgGa, Cu.Te,, and Ag,_ InTe,
were described. Firstly, Ag,GaTe, (x = 0, 0.01, 0.03, 0.05, and 0.07) were investigated and confirmed
that the reduction of Ag increased the carrier concentration of AgGaTe, as well as slightly decreased
the thermal conductivity. The maximum Z7 value was 0. 77 at 850 K obtained in x = 0, 05. Secondly, the effect
of Cu doping into the Ag site on the TE properties of AgGaTe, was investigated. The Cu doping into the
Ag site increased the carrier concentration of AgGaTe, led to enhancement of Z7. Thirdly, the effect of

Cu doping into the Ga site on the TE properties of AgGaTe, was investigated. The Cu doping into the Ga

site in AgGaTe, also increased the carrier concentration of AgGaTe, led to enhancement of Z7. Finally,
the effect of the Ag défect on the TE properties of AginTe, was investigated. The reduction of Ag increased
the carrier concentration of AglnTe, and decreased the thermal conductivity. As the results, the ZT of
AgInTe, was slightly enhanced.

In the last chapter, the obtained results were summarized and suggestions for future works were proposed.
WXEBEORRDEEF

ARSI, BEFEOBNEA R OMERER LR O LW BVEMAIOBR L BAI L LT, =55k (LA WA #Te, (f=Sb, Ga &
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