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¥5, LichoT, (38) O—bHTBRAL LD, “hbofliconTC,
BHEDO L ZARERBNLE: 5 LT TELVWA, L b UToWEEYE
BWLTRE o\,

(48) o-hiX, KT (2004) T MHHZEZ Db OPEECRI i) &£
NHBEETH D, Thbb, (~X0] KI-THEORKEAXITRL, £hib
LHEBENSNEWD L EERERTABCH S, EHEOBERKTII, SO X5~
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On the Nature of Japanese Quantificational
Adjectives ooi ‘many’ and sukunai ‘few’

—An Analysis in Terms of the “Existence” Sense—

Shinobu IMAI

In this paper, we deal with two Japanese adjectives, ooi and sukunai, which
roughly mean ‘many’ and ‘few’, respectively. Others (Nitta 2010, Teramura 1991,
Kinoshita 2004) have pointed out that these two adjectives cannot be used attribu-
tively in some cases, but they can in others, for example when moffomo ‘the most’
is added. All three researchers attribute this property to the meaning of these two
adjectives allowing them to describe the number of the modified noun but not the
noun’s inherent properties, such as its shape, color or size.

We disprove this claim and argue that the acceptability of the attributive use of
ooi and sukunai are determined by the inclusion of an “existence” sense. Through
comparison of these adjectives with their synonyms, such as obitadashii,
boudai-na, houfu-na, juntaku-na, kishou-na, and wazuka-na, which behave dif-
ferently from ooi and sukunai, we show that ooi and sukunai are similar to the
existential verbs aru and iru, but their synonyms are not, in that i) ooi and sukunai
can appear as the predicate of an existential sentence, ii) they can be used in even-
tive existential sentences and iii) they can not modify a noun which denotes an
existing entity in an existential sentence. Based on these observations, we argue
that ooi and sukunai include an existence sense as one component of their mean-
ing, which is not included in their synonyms.

With regard to the cases in which attributive ooi and sukunai are acceptable, we
show the validity of a descriptive generalization as follows: If ooi and sukunai can
be used attributively, then the expression ooku aru ‘exist plentifully’ and sukoshi
shika nai ‘exist only scarcely’ also can be used; Conversely, if ooi and sukunai
cannot be used attributively, then ooku aru and sukoshi shika nai also cannot. This
fact strongly suggests that the existence sense included in ooi and sukunai deter-
mines the acceptability of the attributive use of these adjectives.





