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This dissertation examines from a historical perspective the case of the Fukuryu Maru No. 5, an
incident in which a Japanese fishing vessel was accidentally exposed to nuclear fallout from an American
hydrogen bomb test in 1954.

This study examines the strategic and political contexts of and motives behind the governmental
decisions made during the subsequent crisis and reviews the steps taken by and considerations of the
American and Japanese officials involved with the goal of providing a comprehensive evaluation of the
crisis management undertaken by both governments. It also gauges the criticisms that have been levied
against them in the years, particularly the accusations that the crisis itself was avoidable and that the
American government’s actions were primarily dominated by concerns over nuclear security.

Tt concentrates on four areas during the incident where the two governments sought to cooperate:
nuclear security, medical treatment, scientific evaluation of nuclear environmental contamination, and
financial compensation to the injured crewmen and Japanese fishing industry. It then explores how the
difficulties the US government experienced in those four areas and the incident itself affected the status of
the US-Japan alliance.

The study finds that although significant mistakes were made on the part of both governments, the
crisis was most likely an unavoidable one. It was carried forward by largely unforeseen and unforeseeable
factors, namely tensions remaining from the recently ended Occupation, unanswerable concerns on the part
of the public and industry about the health effects of nuclear testing, and failures of communication.

It concludes that many of the criticisms, both contemporary and modern, that have been leveled
against the US and Japanese governments at the time have been overstated; notably, that the overall role
of nuclear security in the American response was in fact minimal. It also argues that the most dominant
issue, although unrecognized as such at the time, was the question of radioactive contamination of Pacific
fish stocks.

Finally, this study argues that failures in bilateral cooperation during the incident led to serious
doubts by American officials towards contemporary American policy towards Japan, ultimately resulting in
a “New Look” policy for Japan that prioritized the political and economic stability over increased Japanese

contributions to defense.
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