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Spinoza’s Ontological Realism
Osamu UgNo

This paper presents Spinoza’s metaphysics as an ontological realism that is in
diametrical opposition to the ontological anti-realism of David Chalmers. Chalmers
calls ontological realism into question because of its tacit use of the concept of “absolute
existential quantification”, which quantifies everything that exists. Such use requires that
one and the same domain be admissible for every possible world, which, Chalmers argues,
is far from obvious. The “absolute domain” in question seems to be Spinoza’s central
concern in metaphysics. His early writing, the Tractatus de Intellectus Emendatione, urges
us to define the “origin of Nature”, i.e., the unique and infinite “omne esse” (total being),
beyond which there is no being. This total being is to be identified later in the Ethica as the
absolutely infinite Substance, “Deus seu Natura”. Our analysis of its “geometrical order”
will show how the absolute domain, and consequently the concept of absolute existential
quantification, comes to be defined in an axiomatic manner in terms of “substance”,
“attribute”, and “mode”. We will conclude that Spinoza’s metaphysics implies a strong

ontological realism equipped with a well-defined concept of total being.
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