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A Study of Adverbs Denoting a Small Degree:
Adopting Sukoshi and Chotto as the Subject

Setsuko MIYAKE

Both sukoshi and chotto are defined as adverbs of quantity as well as adverbs
of degree. This paper aims to verify this definition. Contrary to sukoshi, chotto
does not always seem to be an adverb of degree for the following reasons: 1) it
modifies some adjectives that can not be modified by general adverbs of degree,
2) it can be used in negative sentences, 3) it is quite free from modal restriction.
Furthermore, it does not always seem to be an adverb of quantity considering its
nature as a quantifier and its actual use as an adverb of quantity. While we can
conclude that sukoshi is an adverb of quantity as well as degree, chotto, on the
other hand, has various functions, for example, as an adverb of degree and quan-
tity, and also as a kind of adverb of modality and interjection.






