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Abstract of Thesis
In this study, development of an autonomous robotic platform for oil spill tracking on the sea surface has been carried out. The
research can be broadly classified into three parts:
e  Clustering based decision algorithm.
e  Weather based Guidance and control algorithm.
e  Experimental results
1. To characterize the drift behavior of the robot
2. To validate the control and decision algorithm.
After the 2010 Deepwater Horizon accident, environmental regulations shifted to a more goal-oriented approach that required risk
management plans for controlling site-specific risks. With the aim of aiding mitigation efforts, in mapping and simulating the
transport of the discharged hydrocarbon this paper proposes an autonomous surface vehicle (ASV) equipped with an laser
fluorescence oil detecting sensor, propelled by wind and water currents for the long-term monitoring of spilled oil on the ocean
surface. The main objective of our tracking and predicting system is to allow an ASV to automatically follow a drifting oil slick
and to continuously return positioning and hydrographic data to the operation base. An ASV equipped with an oil detection sensor
can get closer to the oil-water interface to detect oil with greater accuracy and can continuously track the spilled oil. Such a
technology, coupled with satellite and other forms of data, would facilitate the coordination of recovery operations because the
data collected would better inform oil-drifting simulations, thus making it possible to predict precisely where the oil spill will
travel. ASVs have the advantage of being able to track oil slicks during night when aerial surveillance of the sea surface and oil
spill is impossible, thus providing a mechanism for the continuous and accurate geolocating of oil slicks.

The thesis is composed of 9 chapters:

Chapter 1 introduces the context of the backgrounds of the research. Firstly, it explains the impact of oil spills on the
marine ecosystem and briefs the main problem to plan a mitigation plan. Secondly, it gives a brief overview of the
ocean surface oil spill monitoring solutions and their drawbacks. Thirdly, the objective and overview of this thesis
are described sequentially. Finally, the main contributions of the work are summarized.

Chapter 2 delineates the design of a new ASV, SOTAB-II, including embedded system, actuators, sensors used in SOTAB-II. It
also gives an overview of the software architecture designed for operating and autonomous control of SOTAB-II.

Chapter 3, describes the prediction and derivation of the hydrodynamic parameter of the SOTAB-I11 hull used for model parameter
identification and controller design, for the development of non-linear steering and maneuvering model of SOTAB-II.

Chapter 4, deals with the water current sensor and the oil sensor calibration. It delineates the experimental setup for calibrating
the oil sensor and the water current sensor.

Chapter 5, delineates the decision algorithm for oil spill monitoring. A generalized clustering algorithm is introduced to deduce
target heading for the ASV. Further for guidance and control of the ASV, a Gaussian based cluster filtering approach is proposed.
The cluster filtering algorithm can easily be modified to filter out newborn slicks due to weathering and breaking-up of oil slicks.
This could be exploited to encircle the oil spill using multiple SOTAB-II, thus providing real-time oil slick spread data.




Chapter 6, briefs the weather routing algorithm for navigation of SOTAB-I1I taking note of physical constraints of SOTAB-II. The
use of wind and water current for propulsion of the SOTAB-II poses a significant limitation, as the vessels lose its propulsive
force from the environment as it enter “no-go-zones” (i.e., in the direction from which the wind is coming). To deal with such
situation, the physical constraints of the SOTAB-II have been taken in account to allow for the computation of feasible
maneuvering headings for sailing to avoid sailing upwind (i.e., in the direction from which the wind is coming).

Chapter 7 and 8 discuss the experimental outcomes of the decision making and control algorithm designed for guidance and
navigation of SOTAB-II for tracking of simulated oil slick. Chapter 7 describes the pond experimental results. Chapter 8
describes the sea experiment. Three set of experiments were carried out, firstly free drifting experiments were performed to
characterize the drifting behavior of the SOTAB-II with respect to wind and water current. Subsequent velocity control
experiments were conducted on SOTAB-II to prove the effectiveness of sail and rudder in controlling the speed of SOTAB-II
within the desired range and controlling the heading direction within the desired limits. Finally, experiment were carried out to
validate the control algorithm designed for keeping SOTAB-II with the largest cluster of simulated oil spill, and the effectiveness
of the control algorithm in bringing back SOTAB-II within the simulated oil spill in case if it loses the track of oil spill.

Finally, in chapter 9 we summarize the main conclusions as well as the future works based on the previous chapters are presented
sequentially.
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