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A Note for the Study of Family Photograph

11
SUMMARY

- Kunimitsu KAWAMURA

A family photograph represents the modern family. Therefore, we can
use family photographs in the home album as visual historical materials. I
think that we can consider the change of the social and cultural family formand -
the mentality of family members through family photographs in the home
album.

Hirofumi Tsuboi, Japanese folklore scholar, pomted out the sxgmﬁcance
of the home album. He argued that the japanese modern life was based on
blood relatlon, and one of bonds of thi§ relation was the home album. He con-
cluded that the social function of the home album and family photographs that
tied together family members.

Yoshiyuki Tsurumi also looked into the home album in detail before
Hirofumi Tsuboi’s study. In his paper titled “The Prototype of Home album”
(1964), he presented two types of the home album: ‘the album of historicism

: penod’ and ‘the album of artist period’. The former showed photographs taken

at points of one’s life, for example at birth, entrance at school, marriage, death,
and others, from the Meiji'period to the tenth year of the Shyowa period. The
latter showed many ordinary photographs aiming at recording the daily life

" from the tenth year of the Shyowa period to the present time. Tsurumi's point

under discussion makes clear characteristics of home album. -

According to Tessa Morris-Suzuki, family photographs in the home
album focuses on memories of the family, and the chronological records of
family livelihood that are produced by individual families. The memories of the

‘family are then recalled and reorganized; such are- considered as the sngmﬁ
cance of family photographs.

*—9 - K Irfamily photograph, home album, modern family, memory,
reconstruction of history ‘ '






