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>Homex< as Utopia
— Re-examination of Ellen Key’ s The Century of the Child—

Mika OKABE

Child abuse within home has become a serious social problem during the last few decades. This prob-
lem symbolizes the transformation or dissolution of the family, which is becoming a social trend
today. In the field of educational studies, we have also come to recognize the necessity to examine
critically the educational function of home that has been regarded as natural and self-evident.

As an attempt of this re-examination, this paper focuses on the work of Ellen Key, especially on her
book The Century of the Child ( Bamets drhundrade:1900, Das Jahrhundert des Kindes: 1902 ) . In this
book, Key insisted that home education weighs heavily with the development of children. Though her
theory has generally been said to be radical or progressive -- it influenced deeply the new education
movement in the beginning of this century -- it contains actually conservative elements with respect
to home education. Key’ s home educational theory is based on the binomial thinking, “inhuman
school ( or inhuman industrial society )" and “humane home” . She described >home< as Utopia
from which social or economic interests are thoroughly excluded . Therefore, >home< is supposed to
be an ideal place where members of a family could keep entirely harmonious balance among them.
This paper aims to clarify the structure of the family relation in >home< of that kind by applying Key’ s
thought. Through this consideration, the characteristics and the problem of >home< are examined, and

a perspective to re-examine the educational function of home in the present is inquired.



