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Prediction of flow field and hydrodynamic forces around a ship with
steady drift angles using an unstructured grid based RANS solver
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Viscous flow simulation around ships for manoeuvrability prediction has become one of the highly sought-after
issues nowadays among the ship hydrodynamic researchers. Among many of the flow simulation techniques,
RANS equation based flow solver has been proven to provide reasonably accurate predictions of results in ship
resistance and propulsion fields. In case of ship manoeuvring, the applicability of RANS solver is yet to be
firmly established in terms of predicting detail pressure and velocity distribution around the ship. For the
established RANS solvers, the wake distribution at the propeller plane has been considered to be the most
difficult quantity to predict accurately. The orientation and number of grid elements around the propeller
plane dictate the solution accuracy for wake calculation. Mostly these factors are controlled by the turbulence
model that has been used in the solver. The organization and implementation of different algorithms in a
RANS solver depend upon three factors, i.e., grid topology, the complexity of the flow and the order of accuracy
needed in the solution. Only through the manipulation of these algorithms the accuracy of solution can be
achieved. Since the source codes of the commercial solvers are not available for public, the author in this thesis
developed a RANS based flow solver for the prediction of flow field and hydrodynamic forces acting on a ship
moving with steady drift angles. An unstructured grid system has been used in these simulations because it is
easy to generate as compared to the structured grid. Although there are some inherent problems related to the
discretization scheme concerning unstructured grid, recent advancements in the slope limiting algorithm
prescribed the usage of unstructured grid in RANS solver to be much more efficient than before. On the above
premises, this thesis investigates the following aspects related to the developement of a RANS solver for ship
manoeuvring simulation:

a) For various drift angles of the moving ship, wake distribution and hydrodynamic forces are being calculated
using the developed RANS solver. The effect of grid orientation at the propeller plane and usage of different
turbulence models on the wake distribution have been thoroughly investigated. The dependency of the solution
on grid types has been reduced through the developement of the solver for unstructured grid on the framework of
finite volume method. Substantially lower number of grids have been used in the simulations along with
several wall function models.

b) Verification and validation of the code are needed to evaluate the modelling errors involved with the solver.

A standard procedure for this purpose has been used, which is based on Richardson Extrapolation technique.

The main conclusions of the study are:

1) The calculated values of hydrodynamic forces and moment acting on the drifting ship show a reasonable
accuracy in their determination through the usage of the developed RANS solver. An average error of
5-8% has been observed in the simulated data as compared to the experimental one. A slope limiter
algorithm has been implemented in discretization of the diffusion term of the Navier-Stokes equation to
maintain second order of accuracy and boundedness in the solutions.

2) Three different grid sizes have been used to carry out the verification and validation study on the
resistances acting on ships in straight ahead motion. Through the validation process it was concluded
that modelling of the RANS simulation code was appropriate as long as the wave making resistance
doesn't become significant. As the solver is still to be included with a free surface simulation algorithm,
the validation of the code is justified as long as the Froude number of the ship remains around or below
the value of 0.2.

3) The dependency of the code on the grid size to simulate the wake distribution has been thoroughly
examined. For different drift angles, it has been found that larger amount of grid element distribution
around the propeller plane predicts comparatively better the wake distribution. The missing details of

vortices in the simulation cannot be recovered even if the grid sizes are increased.

4) The above mentioned drawback in the simulated result can be due to the usage of two equation
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turbulence models in the solver. Since turbulence models are highly empirical in their nature of
formulation, the near wall behaviour has been investigated using two different turbulence models.
Usage of different wall function models has shown some imbalance in the determination of turbulence
kinetic energy production and dissipation near the wall. These results got reflected in the simulated
data for wake distribution, where the outline of the distribution has been predicted fairly well with

occasional missing of subtle vortices.

5) An adaptive wall function, minimizing the grid dependency of the near wall turbulent flow behaviour,
has been utilized to simulate the wake using a structured grid for straight ahead motion of the ship. In
this method, the inclusion of laminarization effect and pressure gradient term in the viscous sub-layer
has produced much better result in the determination of energy dissipation rate, which in turn shows
significant improvement in the wake prediction at the propeller plane.

Real time simulation of different ship manoeuvring requires accurate determination of the total forces and
moment acting on the ship hull. For these purposes, RANS simulations as carried out in this thesis not only
provides the reasonable approximation of hydrodynamic forces acting on the hull, but also provides the details of
the bow and stern vortices shed during steady drifting manoeuvres. These data may provide an insight into the
way the viscous lift and drag forces get generated along the hull. The simulated wake distribution, although is
missing some details at the propeller plane, the average wake fraction may get well predicted from these
simulated data. Therefore, through the extension of this solver for moving grid simulation and consideration of
rudder and simplified propeller model may provide the means to numerically predict the motion behaviour of
actual manoeuvring ship.
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