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In this work, we introduce our studies of magnetic adatoms on a metal surface to clarify the competition
between Kondo screening and magnetic ordering. At single sites of adatoms, the Kondo screening of localized
spins by the conduction electrons of the metal surface gives rise to the bound state, which is singlet at the
ground state. While the interactions between adatoms, the indirect Ruderman-Kittel-Kasuya-Yosida (RKKY)
and the direct exchange interactions, keep the magnetic ordering of the localized spins. The calculated results
are carried out by the Quantum Monte Carlo and maximum entropy methods, detailed in the Appendices.

In Chapter 2, the competition between the Kondo screening and the RKKY interaction is studied in the
system of two magnetic adatoms on a metal surface. At single sites of adatoms with a negligible RKKY
interaction, the spectral densities exhibit the peak structures at the Fermi energy, the Yosida-Kondo resonance,
corresponding to the bound state. On the other hand, the difference between the RKKY interactions in a bulk
metal and on a metal surface is shown through the spin-spin correlation functions, which positive/negative value
corresponds to ferromagnetic/antiferromagnetic (FM/AF) interaction. The oscillation of the RKKY interaction
between the FM and AF regimes makes a significant fingerprint on the decrease and increase of the
Yosida-Kondo resonance width.

In chapter 3, we consider the system of magnetic trimer on a metal surface to clarify the observation
from the experiment. In the system of three magnetic adatoms on a metal surface, the competition between the
Kondo screening and the RKKY interaction gives us the dependence of the Yosida-Kondo resonance on the
number of nearest magnetic adatom neighbors. More specifically, the width of resonance decreases/increases
with an increasing number of neighbors due to the FM/AF-RKKY interaction. In the system of three magnetic
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adatoms on a metal surface, where the direct AF exchange interaction is also taken into account, we observe the
feature of spectral density at the Fermi level changing drastically and strongly depending on the geometric
configuration of three magnetic adatoms on the surface. In the isosceles configuration, the spectral density
exhibits a peak structure near the Fermi level, which we attribute to the Yosida-Kondo resonance. In the
equilateral configuration, no peak is observed near the Fermi level. This observation suggests the two separate
regimes; the Yosida-Kondo dominant regime with the singlet ground state, and the magnetic frustration
dominant regime with the degenerate ground state.

In Chapter 4, we clarify the existence of two separate regimes, suggested in Chapter 3. Changing from
one regime to another is realized as we gradually switch the geometric configuration from the isosceles triangle
to equilateral one. By calculating the spectral density, as well as the magnetic susceptibility for a wide range of
temperatures, we prove the existence of the two separate regimes and suggest the critical crossover between
these two regimes..

In Chapter 5, we summarize the understanding of competition between the Kondo screening and the
magnetic ordering in the systems of a dimer and a trimer on a metal surface. Also, we give an outlook into the

fundamental studies related to our study here.
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