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The Kingdom of the Netherlands, after the loss of the former southern provinces (independent under the
name of Kingdom of Belgium) in the years 1830, floundered in political revolutions and socio—economic crises,
while its army was drastically downsized. Two decades later, the state had declined from great to middle power,
but was stabilized and recovered some wealth. At the same time, the army benefited from a modest strengthening.
During the same years about the middle of the 19% century, but on the opposite side of the world, Japan was
an insular region constituted of numerous feudal states, and dominated by the Tokugawa Shogunate, which ended
a long period of seclusion and anti-Western policy. In order to response to suddenly growing inner and outer
threats, the shogunate needed in priority a rapid military modernization. As a consequence of the fact that
the Netherlands was the only Western power to have continued its relations with the Japanese states during
the isolation of the previous centuries, the shogunal military reforms naturally started on the basis of a
ranshiki (M=, Dutch model).

This dissertation is a case—study of overseas military influence in the frame of the history of the Dutch
army during the quasi-unexplored and unfortunately ignored period about the middle of the 19*" century. In
spite that the Netherlands had only just declined from great to middle power, the system of the Dutch army
influenced the early modernization of the Shogunal Army. This ranshiki Shogunal Army was defeated in 1866,
during the Second Chd shu War. But to what degree was this army inspired by the Dutch system? The main purpose
of the dissertation is to measure the degree of this influence, in order to define what part of the Shogunal
Army had real Dutch characteristics and, simultaneously, to restore the reputation of the undeservedly
denigrated Dutch army at this largely ignored period of the Dutch military history. The method to achieve
this objective is a comparative analysis between the system of the Dutch army, and the Dutch model.developed
by the Tokugawa Shogunate for the modernization of its army. The study of the equipment, warfare, and
organization of the three main arms of service, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, constitutes the core of
the comparative analysis. The constitution of three distinct arms of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, is
the main revolution in the organization of the Shogunal Army, and represents the most essential achievement
of the Dutch model. Consequently, the comparison between the Dutch system and model i's realized with the three

arms.
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