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On Transformation of High School Hierarchy
Relating to the Rise of Enrollment Rates

Sohei ARAMAKI

It is said that the high school hierarchy has a great impact on the selection of life course for high
school graduates today. There are many studies that investigate the effect of high school hierarchy on
higher education placement. They have confirmed that high school hierarchy has some effects on the
educational attainment of high school graduates and that its impact on them varies depending on the
socio-economic status of their parents and their own sex. However, their investigation is limited cov-
ering only a particular time period. Both the high school attendance ratio and the higher education
placement ratio were becoming higher after World War Il . Thus high school hierarchy might not be
fixed, and the relation between it and educational opportunity might be unstable either during this
period. Using 1995 SSM data in Japan, this paper examines the modification of high school hierarchy
and the change of its influence upon the differentiation of life course for high school graduates.
Moreover, it investigates the variation of its influence according to their sex and the educational level
of their father.

The main findings are as follows:

1. It was in the 1960's that the transformation of high school hierarchy was fast and that heavier con-
centration of the graduates of prestigeous college-bound high schools began.

2. The influence of the variation of individual attribution on the college placement is not sensitive to

the shift of level of high school and higher education ratio.



