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Zen and Chikan

Shigeki IWAI

This paper aims that we consider the word “Chikan” that appears in the
documents in the Zen sects, and after adding this, reconsider the flow and timing
of the vocabulary of “Chikan” and present a rough overall picture.

As a result of the analysis, since the 11th century the record of life of Gyouzan
Ejyaku was included in the book named as Keitou-Dentouroku, the word
“Chikan” came to be used in the Zen sect. It is inferred that it was around 14th
century that was transferred to Japan. In particular, the fact that “Hekiganroku”
was brought to Japan and heavily used played a major role in establishing the
word “Chikan” in the Japanese Zen sects. A question and answer listed in it,
“Senjaku-seityu”, was a favorite used in the Zen sects. Through these factors,
although it was in the limited range of the Zen sects, the word “Chikan” will be
recognized. It is thought that this was later used “Chikan” in the novels written
in the Chinese colloquial novels, which became the basis for being widely used
in Japan.

<Keyword> Chikan, Zen, Keitou-Dentouroku, Hekiganroku, Koan



