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Abstract

35

With the advancement of globalization and the rapid development of information and communications

technology, global public opinion has gained more importance and is increasingly playing a role in government

policy-making process. Many countries, including China, understand this phenomenon well and are increasing

public diplomacy activities especially in the United States, one of the main places where public diplomacy has

been developed. In 2015, the Japanese government under Prime Minister Abe increased its public diplomacy

budget by 50 billion yen in order to enhance Japan’s profile in the world and achieve “proper” understanding in

the world regarding its various positions. This article aims to study the content of Japan’s new public diplomacy

activities and examine whether they produce any of their intended effects in the United States by analyzing

public opinion polls, media reports, think-tank reports as well as social media activities. This approach will help

us to examine the power and the limit of public diplomacy that has been carried out by the Abe government in

the United States.
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