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Structural Consciousness of Inhabitants Who Live Near a
Religious Facility
"fWith a Focus on Images of Religious Groups”

MATSUTANI Mitsuru

The purpose of this paper is to clarify structural consciousness 6f inhabitants who live near a religious -

facility. Specifically, two surveys conducted to the inhabitants around a facility of Shinnyo-en in

Takatsuki City are used. How many people know Shinnyo-en? What images of Shinnyo-en do they

" have? What kinds of people show negative attitudes to a religious facility? On these questions,

influences of attributes, such as age and educational background, change by investigation time,

distance from the Shinnyo-en facility to inhabited area are points to notice.

The following findings were obtained as results of these analyses.

(1) Most inhabitants who live near Shinnyo-en facility know Shihn yo-en.

(2) The “costing a lot of money” is characteristi¢ image of Shinnyo-en for inhabitants around Shinnyo-
en facility. ’

(3) More than half people are negative about a religious facility.

Moreover, people know Shinnyo-en more than time which Shinnyo-en facility was erected. The

distance from the Shinnyo-en facility to inhabited area has no effect on image of Shinnyo-en and the

degree of acknowledgement of Shinnyo-en now than it used to be. It is clear that the younger age group

strongly has “suspicious” image of new religious groub at large. Furthermore it turns out that

“suspicious” image of Shinnyo-en promotes the negative attitudes to a religious facility.

In order to build a good relation between a religious group and inhabitants who live around, it is

required to reduce the distrust to religious groups in Japan.

Key Words

religious facility / Shinnyo-en / comparison / image / acknowledgment
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