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SUMMARY

‘Shikou’ and ‘Ryukou’ in the arguments concerning decorative arts

in the Meiji era— A consideration based on its development in the

Kyoto press '
Chikako HIRAMITSU

The objective of export trade assumed an important position dur-
ing the field of decorative arts in the Meiji era. Some conterriporary
articles state that the people who were involved in the decorative arts
had groped their way towards achieving the objective until the late
Meiji era, despite the outlook with regard to the objective being rather
bleak during the mid-Meiji era. In such articles, the primary aim was
to appeal the importance of grasping the tendencies of foreign
markets. This study will investigate the awareness of the problem con-
cerning the tendency of market demands using the two key words
‘shikow’ (liking or taste) and ‘ryukou’ (fashion). These words are
frequently used in contemporary articles.

The systematic argument concerning the export trade of decora-
tive arts began around 1900, pai’ticularly, in Kyoto. As a premise,
there had been some arguments put forth by Ernest F. Fenollosa and
others. These explain that two qualitatively different trends— ‘shikou’
and ‘#yukou’—were observed in the tendencies of market demands and
that the former was considered to be more significant than the latter.
Based on this, the arguments in Kyoto had developed into the
following. In the 1890s, the pursuit of ‘shikou’ according to the market
demands led to the request for designers. In the 1900s, it became
apparent that it was almost impossible to produce decorative arts on
an international commercial basis in earnest. Further, it was consid-

ered that decorative arts should be of artistic worth rather than com-
' mercial value. g ‘
; Furthermore, the concept of ‘syumi’ (taste) began to spread for
‘shikow’ during the late Meiji era. Therefore, the problem area of deco-
rative arts gradually shifted from the commercial market to national
culture.




2% B ER TSR 5175 [ & (76
Fo— K EMTE AR, B, BT, mATE






