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What knowledge means (part 3)
—stages leading to theosophy

and acts of the awakened (saints)—

Takamitsu SHIMAMOTO

In the study note part 2, I discussed the probability of the existence of meta-
physical knowledge, which could be known only to the limited number of the
awakened (saints). Based on the previous paper, in this study note, the issues of
mystical stages and acts of the awakened (saints) will be dealt with so that we
might know to what extent we researchers can make an access to metaphysical
knowledge (in this paper, theosophy) and to what extent we can claim the right to
know the acts of the awakened (saints).

The above-mentioned issue has its origin in feebleness or unreliability of hu-
man cognitive ability, which often commits serious misunderstandings even with
tangible objects in front of us, such as a red apple or a green book, etc. When it
comes to intangible objects like metaphysical knowledge (theosophy in this case),
we cannot even imagine the extent of our misunderstanding. However, once we
have got to the point that with high probability there exists such a kind of knowl-
edge, it is incumbent upon us to seek after this sphere of human activities.

Taking the afore-mentioned aspects into consideration, I have discussed the
limitation of the researchers’ right to mystical documents and they should be satis-~
fied with more or less “objective” descriptions concerning mystical knowledge,
such as mystical stages. As far as the mystical experiences by the awakened are
concerned, the extreme difficulty of understanding them by means of human rea-
son may lead us to the modest conclusion that we can peep into the theosophical
sphere only through mystical poems i.e. metaphorical expressions.





