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Overseas Students and Foreign Teachers in Western Music in Meiji Japan
Toru TAKENAKA

Western music in modern Japan developed, as widely known, under substantial
German influence. vStill, what ties the Japanese musical circles had with Germany have
not so far been examined in full detail. In this essay the author will introduce some ba-
sic facts with regard to overéeas students and foreign teachers who embodied the rela-
tionship. ; ’ ‘

The plan to send students abroad for further study was probably basically made
when the Music Academy Tokyo was founded in 1887. Its realization was considerably
determined, however, by Rudolf Dittrich. He, a distinguished organist from Austria, was
invited -to Tokyo in 1888 and ‘taught in the young Academy for six years, giving up the
hope to find a job in his homeland. Dittrich contributed much to consolidate Western
music in Meiji Japan. Virtually, he directed Koda Nobﬁ, the first music student sent
abroad, to study in Vienna. . :

After sending Koda, the plan was suspended because the Music Academy was de-
g'raded into a music-pedagogical institution: In 1899, the Academy was reestablished and
resumed the tré.ining programs for artists. Sending students abroad gdt again on the
agenda. So-the violist Ando Ko went to Beﬂin, the composer Taki Rentaro and the or-
ganist Shimasaki Akataro to Leipzig. v

After all, about ten students were sent abroad till World War Ohe. It is striking
‘that most pf them went to Germany. More striking is, however, that almost everyone
went to Berlin, while nobody more chdse the Conservatries in Vienna or Leipzig for
their study. We can assume that foreign teachers in the Music Academy Tokyo playéd a
decisive role to determine where to. send students. In its teaching staff at that time
there were é.ctually many graduates from Music College Berlin like Hermann ‘Heydrich,

Heinrich Werkmeister and Rudolf Reuter, Paul Scholz.






