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SUMMARY

Development of Local History Museums in Australia:

An Analysis of 94 Museums

Takao Fujyikawa

Local history museums have rapidly increased in Australia since the late
1950s. They were over 1000 when the Pigott Report was published in 1975. The
Report regarded them as “a grass-roots movement, one of the most unexpected
and vigorous cultural movements in Australia this century”. The number of them
continued to increase and now it was said to be over 3000. However, most stud-
ies of local museums remained impressionistic or case studies without depth of
time. The author attempts to analyze 94 museums discussed by five consultants
under the Pigott Committee over the span of 40 years.

The most important organizations that run local museums are history soci-
eties, followed by the National Trusts and local governments. Historical societ-
ies are said to be faced with an aging and declining membership and that issue
needs to be fixed. Nevertheless, they have been extremely resilient institutions
which have not only opened new museums, but also expanded their activities
in different aspects. 93% of historical societies were totally dependent upon vol-
unteers in the early 1990s and this made it possible for many of them (74%) to
manage their museums under $5000 per year. Historical societies have also been
maintaining their activities by replacing aged members with newly acquired
aged members. Volunteer labour and cheap managing costs were the pillars for
historical societies. The National Trusts are, as might be expected, similarly resil-
ient institutions with a solid foundation of capital and central organizations.

Museums supported by local governments are less stable institutions. Al-
though they seem to have a stable organizational and financial basis, many of
them were closed because of political and financial considerations. Open air mu-
seums have similar characteristics. They tend to be closed down more frequently
than smaller local museums in spite of or due to their use of large amount of
Federal and State grants as well as assistance from local government.



