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SUMMARY

Formation and Deployment of the Base Problems in the Post-war Community

—The Case of Itami Air Base and the Surrounding Area—

Yutaro MoTo1

The purpose of this paper is to examine the base problem in the surround-
ing area of Itami Air Base (Toyonaka City Osaka Prefecture,Ikeda City Osaka
Prefecture, and Itami City Hyogo Prefecture) after the WW 1II (from the defeat
of Japan to early 1960s). Through this work, I would like to provide a point to
study the history of the base and the community.

In the surrounding area of Itami Air Base, the expansion of the base site had
become a serious problem. But besides this, various problems had happened in this
area—such as aircraft noise and rampant prostitution. In communities where there
was a base, these base problems had expanded implicating one another. In addi-
tion, various organizations and groups were concerned with the base problems.
In the present case, a municipal assembly, farmers, educational groups, women’s
organizations, the business community of Hanshin district and labor union were
concerned with the base problems. It is necessary to elucidate the mutual relations
of these groups, in order to grasp the base problems in this region generally.

Finally I would like to mention effective point of view in examining a base
problem historically. The first point is the economic movement. These base
expansion theory as the economic promotion plan that the Hanshin business
community advocated gained power so as to drive an anti-expansion movement
into the failure. Like the present case, it is especially important that we pay more
attention to such a movement in the example to start again as a civil airport after
the return of the base. The second is the resident’s campaign. Like the anti-mil-
itary base movement by the labor union, we cannot deny that the present case
had the character of a peace movement. But it was a claim of the life protection
that was the most mainstream there when we recapture a series of the progress
in line with the three cities and residents. By setting this viewpoint and perform-
ing analysis in line with the regional fact, it will be enabled to reconsider the
conventional image that the history of the postwar social movement had.



