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SUMMARY

A Re-examination of the Trade Control System during the Heian Period

Tsubasa NAKAMURA

This paper examines the history of maritime exchange between Japan and
China from the ninth to the twelfth centuries focusing on the system for the
control and management of maritime trade in Japan. Until the 1980s, scholars
accepted the theory advocated by Mori Katsumi in 1948. Mori claimed that the
state control of trade collapsed after the latter half of the tenth century. However,
since the end of the 1980s, this view has been challenged and new scholars have
clarified that governmental control of overseas trade was maintained even in the
first half of the twelfth century, thereby successfully refuting Mori’s theory.

However, we do not have enough studies on how the Japanese government
controlled and managed the traders in this period. Recent studies regard the
governmental control of maritime trade as a consistent system based on the
Ritsu-ryo system from the ninth to the first half of the twelfth century, and they
list the three main characteristics of this system; (1) the officer had to report the
arrival of the merchants to the Emperor each time, (2) the Emperor had first
access to imported items, (3) the merchants had to observe the visitor rules and
regulations that were framed in 911. However, when the central court invested
Dazai-fu, a governing institution of the Kyushu province, with the power to
manage the trade from the eleventh century onwards, the latter two character-
istics existed in name only and the principles of the control system gradually
transformed throughout the eleventh century. The system that transformed from
the eleventh century was the starting point of the “medieval” system maintained
until the fourteenth century rather than merely an extension of the Ritsu-ryo
system.



