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Graphical Explanation / ZZ[H[{%
Rintaro GOYAMA / A& ILIAKAER

First Appearance and Bibliographical information / #JH - £&E1F#H

“Letter in a Cement Barrel” was written in December 24th 1924, and first appeared
in the Japanese Proletarian literature magazine Bungei-Sensen (The Literary Front),
which started its publication during July 1924. The magazine took a leading role in this
field with reviews and novels by AONO Suekichi, KUROSHIMA Denji, HIRABAYASHI

Taiko, and so on.
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Bungei Sensen Vol.3 No.1, January 1925. Cover page (Left) and the first page of the
story. The image is reproduced from reprints by Nihon Kindai Bungakukan. / [3CZ55
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Cement Barrels and Bags/ & 2 M8 - &

Barrels were used to pack cement in modern Japan. Cloth bags began to replace
barrels in around the 1920s. Cement is a kind of building material that is made from
crushed limestone. Concrete is made by mixing this cement with gravel and sand, and is

used as a construction material.
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Sumitomo Osaka Semento Hyaku-nen-shi, (The 100-year History of Sumitomo Osaka
Cement) SUMITOMO OSAKA CEMENT Co.,Ltd., 2008 / [{EA KM A FEESL]
(FEA KRBT A > b, 2008 4£)  3The photograph shown above is only displayed to help the

reader’s understanding of life in the early 20th century and has no relationship to the events depicted

in the story. / H{IZHL ETA A—TTH Y, /PROARF LT —UIBGRH D /A,

Mixer / I &3 —|
Concrete mixers, such as the one in the below figures were used at the time. The

mixer in this story is said to produce approximately 27.8L of concrete in a minute.
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Doboku Kikai Vol. 1, Koseikai Shuppan-bu, 1926, NDL Digital Collections / [t A 55—
Bl (LB AR, 1926 47, ENESXEET X4 LalLrra )
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Harakake, Domburi: Clothes of Workers in Japan / fE#. F—5/@& DRE

Workers at this time wore an item of clothing
shaped like an apron called “Harakake”. A large
pocket is placed on this “Harakake”; this pocket is
called “Domburi”. The opening of this pocket is shown
by a circle in the right figure. Yozo cast the wooden
box that he had found in the cement barrel into this

pocket.
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Meétoru-Ho ni-yoru Koto- Sathosho Vol.5, Kuramochi Shiiji Shoten Shuppan-bu, 1926
Edited by Joshi Bijutsu Saiho Kenkytikai, NDL Digital Collections / %1 ET IR F k&M
geitm [ A — FWEIC X D@ beds) 55 5 RO R EAMIE HGET, 1926 /£, ENLEAX
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Japanese:Bento-Bako / FX%H

Japanese people bring food with them in a box when they eat lunch at their workplace,
or outside their houses. Meals packed in this form are called Bento and the boxes in
which the meal is packed are called Bento-Bako or Bento boxes. Bento-bako come in
various forms, though the box which Yozo uses is thought to be a simple one made from

wood or metal.
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Yozo works and lives every day on a dam construction site by the Kiso River. It is said
that this setting is based on the construction area of the Ochiai Hydroelectric Plant,
that is, Ochiai Dam. The Plant was managed by Daido Electric Power Company, where
the author, HAYAMA Yoshiki once worked.
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Ochiai Dam, a structure that
can be seen at the center of the
left picture, still remains today
with a modernized -electric
power station next to it. A river
streaming from the dam is

. Kiso-gawa.
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Pictures of the Ochiai Hydroelectric Plant under construction can be found in the
following book. Me de Miru Nakatsugawa Ena no Hyaku-nen-shi: Syasin ga Kataru
Gekido no Furusato 1 Seiki, Gifu Kyodo Shuppan-sha 1990, pp.88-89.
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Ena-san / EIR L

Ena-san, or Mount Ena, is 2,191 m (7,188 ft) in elevation. The mountain is located at
the center of the Honshu island; specifically to the south-east of Nakatsugawa, and at

the border of today’s Nagano and Gifu prefectures.
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A view of Mount Ena from the bank of
Kiso-gawa nearby Ochiai Dam. A billowing

river seen in front is Kiso-gawa (Kiso River).
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Kiso-gawa / A&l

Kiso-gawa, or Kiso River, flows through the central district
of the Honshu island. The river flows with strong current
around the middle basin near Nakatsugawa.

Several hydroelectric plants were constructed on it in the 1920s.
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Ochiai Hydroelectric Plant
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Nakatsugawa
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The location of the Ochiai Hydroelectric Plant and Mount Ena is shown in the above
map.
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Nagaya / &=

Nagaya is a type of group housing where a long narrow rectangular building (see the
below figure) is separated with walls into several apartments. People live densely in
small rooms in a Nagaya. Low income people, such as workers, usually live in this type
of residence. The Nagaya which Yozo lives in is likely to be a cruder building than a

regular Nagaya; almost like a shack.
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Female Factory Worker / Z T

A great number of young women were working in factories at the
time this story was published. Their difficult working conditions
had become a public concern. HOSOI Wakizo’s Joko Aishi, or The
Sad History of Female Factory Worker, was published in 1925 and
gave reportage of the lives of female factory workers. The picture
shown on the right shows a female worker working for a textile

factory.
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Japanese Clothes for the dead to wear at their funeral: Kyo-Katabira / &1
A kind of shroud used in Buddhist funerals in Japan, is called Kyo-Katabira.
Usually, it is a white kimono with words from the Buddhist sutras and the Sanskrit
characters written on it. The picture below shows this clothing with no letters written

on it.
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Cement Factory, Crusher, Kiln/ # A "I 7T v v — Fiv

This story describes the inner condition of a cement factory. A crusher, for example, is

a machine which breaks blocks of limestone into large, rough pieces. A kiln is a device
which heats the broken limestone at a high temperature and crushes it into smaller

pieces.
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Nagoya Cement Company / 4 &rE+& X > &tk

The author of this story had once been an employee of the Nagoya Cement Company
and witnessed an accident where one worker fell into a heated dust collector when
cleaning the rotary kiln and burned to death. It is said that HAYAMA'’s this experience
is reflected in this story. It is likely that the name “N Cement Company” too, was

inspired by the Nagoya Cement Company.
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Note
Explanations and images are partly updated from the print version published

in March 31st, 2015. (February 28th, 2016)
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