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SUMMARY

The Restoration of the Alhambra in Modern Times

Sara SATOH

The Alhambra of Granada, Spain, is a palace constructed by the Moors in
the 13th century. The palace was recognized for its beauty and historic value af-
ter the publication of The Alhambra in 1832 by Washington Irving. This recogni-
tion helped spur the Spanish movement of architectural restoration that started
in the 1840s. In particular, the famous “Patio de los Leones” has been restored
a number of times. Two restorations took place in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Rafael Contreras Mufioz (1824-1890) restored the roof of the pavilion in this
patio, transforming it from a peaked roof to a cupola in 1859. Leopoldo Torres
Balbas (1888-1960) restored the roof back from cupola to peaked roof in 1934.

Contreras claimed that, based on a review of historical facts, he had re-
stored the roof to match the Islamic style of the period. However, Contreras did
not elaborate on which records he had based his design, so Torres Barbds con-
sidered Contreras’ restoration an idealized Islamic design without historical ba-
sis. Torres Barbas wrote that historical documents clearly indicated the peaked
roof that was reflected in his design.

Contreras restored the roof by taking into account a “stylistic restoration,”
but the design is considered idealistic. On the other hand, Torres Barbas serious-
ly examined the historic truth, but his restoration was different from his propo-
sition. He conceded that some later changes to a structure should be respected
as part of its history, so his restoration of the roof is a compromise between non-
intervention and historical truth. Furthermore, 19th century government regu-
lations regarding restorations limited Torres Barbas’ designs. The two architects’
lines of thought differed significantly, but despite their stated faithfulness to the
written record, both restorations were architecturally limited in their historical
accuracy.



