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SUMMARY

Is There a “Possible Monad?”:
The Real World in Leibniz

Tomoko ABE

Does Leibniz’s metaphysical system include the concept of a “possible
monad”? If the system accepts it, a “possible monad” would possibly be created;
it would possibly exist, and possibly perceive a world. Section six of Monadology
defines monads as always existing and perceiving the real world. However, this
definition is merely a nominal one, and does not clarify the essence of a monad.
Therefore, this study reconstructs Leibniz’s metaphysical system concerning the
real world, and its comparison with possible worlds. It then shows that a “possible
monad” should not be accepted in this system.

The real world, which is perceived by actual monads, results from the di-
vine will. On the other hand, possible worlds arise from the divine intellect. This
difference is one between perception of a world by actual monads and notion
of the world as concepts. If we do not differentiate between the divine will and
intellect, we cannot distinguish between the real world versus a possible one. In
order to distinguish these, we also have to interpret “the striving possibles” in a
figurative rather than a literal way. The possibles in Leibniz’s view, are not similar
to the “potentiality” in Aristotle, but of pure logical possibility, namely concepts.

Therefore, a “possible monad,” thought to be one of the possibles, comprises
pure logical possibility or concepts. This resembles an “individual concept” in
Discours de métaphysique and in the correspondence with Arnauld. Of course,
we cannot simply state that a “possible monad” is the same as an individual con-
cept, as Discours (1686), and the correspondence (1686-1690) are far removed
from Monadology (1714). A “possible monad”, however, resembles an individ-
ual concept, in that, both of them determine, as a concept, contents that will be
perceived if they are created. It is inadequate to call such a “possible monad” a
monad that has perception, and can never be a concept. In conclusion, a “possible
monad” is inappropriate for Leibniz’s metaphysical system.



