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SUMMARY

Considerations on the Memorial Cenotaph for A-bomb Victims in
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park regarding the Remains of Victim

—Focusing on Shinzo Hamai’s thoughts on Reconstruction and Peace—

Marina NISHII

In this paper I discuss the thought about Peace in Hiroshima between 1945-
1955. In those days, the important problem for inhabitants was the revival and
reconstruction from the crushing damage caused by the A-bomb. At the same
time, the plan to build the peace memory facilities as for memory to succeed
a global experience and lesson called the A-bomb in history was carried. The
building plan for the Memorial cenotaph for the A-bomb victims is one of these
city-reconstruction plans as well.

This memorial cenotaph was planned under the popular name of “Ireidou”
(the memorial service temple) upon completion in 1952, victim’s remains and
lists of name of the A-bomb victims were supposed to be placed inside this
structure. In this article, I took up the problem about the changes from a plan of
the Ireidou to a memorial cenotaph from a viewpoint of the history recognition
and administrative practice of mayor Shinzo Hamai. With a supremacy problem
about revival and reconstruction of the city in the situation of the GHQ occupa-
tion and difficult economic situation of the local government, Ireidou was built
as “‘commemorative facility for peace”. In this article, I clarify how the process of
the actual discussion regarding this problem relates history recognition about
the peace and A-bomb and memorial cenotaph.



