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SUMMARY

Intra-cultural Theatre and its Approach of Re-contextualization:
On the Queen of Spades by Meyerhold

Yasushi NAGATA

Inter-cultural theatre practices and its theory have explored new ideas of
theatre studies in general recently. As previous researches have traced Inter-cul-
tural performance theories have based on cultural semiology of theatre analysis
and translation studies. While this has encouraged Inter-cultural performance
analysis after 19807, it has been criticized for its Euro-centricity from a view-
point of post-colonialism or Asian based researches. It seems these researches
have expanded non-European theatre and performance studies, which often
suggested possibilities of not Inter-cultural performance theory, but Intra-cul-
tural one. This paper will discuss to make inadequacies plain of Inter-cultural
performance theory and explore an Intra-cultural concept of theatre research.

Here this paper analyzes the production note of Vsevolod Meyerhold,
which described his rehearsal process on a production of Tchaikovsky’s opera
the Queen of Spades in 1935. As the note suggested the production was a trial to
“Back to Pushkin’, innovating conventional direction of the opera, its distorted
modification of Pushkin’s original short story. Though a theatre theorist Patrice
Pavis has discussed processes of Inter-cultural theatre direction as “Translation
of Source culture into Target culture) this paper will make clear not only its
complicated process of this ‘translation; but there included even inverse process
of it in this Intra-cultural theatre production. And also this paper will discuss
that physical absorption of other culture is missing from nearly all of the Pavis’
translation concept. As an acting method of Meyerhold, Biomexanics, is one of
the central factors on this production, the physical and rhythmical modification
of players should be researched. This paper will examine how a methodology of
acting should be re-contextualized in Intra-cultural performance and would be

oriented in Inter-cultural production in general as well.



