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SUMMARY

Narrative Inquiry in the Experience of Failure of a Post-novice Japanese

as a Second Language Teacher

Yoshio NAKAI

Through sharing narratives, one Japanese language teacher redefined her
failure, and came to a deeper understanding of her teaching belief and the role of
a teacher. Furthermore, it was revealed that teachers” inner conflict, with its re-
sultant unpleasant feelings, was created by her co-workers as well as her failure,
and that relationships of mutual trust with co-workers reduced her sense of con-
flict. Her narrative suggests that professional relationships between post-novice
teachers can be somewhat problematic. At the same time, relationships of trust
between fellow teachers came to be seen as crucial in terms of her on-going
teacher development. Applying narrative inquiry to teachers’ recounted expe-
riences can reduce their sense of conflict, allow them to reflect on the situation
and identify the necessary steps needed for their future development. It may be
said that reflecting on their narrative of teaching practice is a crucial component
of teachers’ professional development.





