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SUMMARY

Framework for Japanese and Korean Natural Conversation Analysis

—From the Perspective of Topic and Participation—

Yun Ah JanG

This paper proposes that two different dimensions of methodological
framework are necessary when analyzing differences between languages or be-
tween genders in natural conversation.

After analyzing Japanese and Korean data consisting of 8 natural conversa-
tions between two friends of the same sex, it was found that in terms of content,
the conversations consisted of several topics and these topics were constructed
through a combination of narrative, description and evaluation. Moreover, in
regard to the speaker’s participation in conversation, two “parts” were identified:
a solo-part which is developed by one participant, and a duo-part which is de-
veloped by both participants.

Through analyzing the correlation between content-type and part-type, it
was found that narrative was developed only in solo-part regardless of gender/
language differences, while description and evaluation were developed in both
parts. However, gender differences were found in the case of the correlation
between description and evaluation and part. Namely,men tend to develop de-
scription and evaluation in solo-parts while women tend to develop them more
in duo-parts.

This correlation analysis demonstrates that the structure of natural conver-
sation differs in terms of gender. These results suggest that two different dimen-
sions of methodological framework are applicable to contrastive conversation
analysis focused on differences between languages or between genders: “topic”

and “participation”



