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SUMMARY

A Study on Yamashiro Tomoe’s Aru Tomurai (A Funeral)

—TFocusing on Issues concerning Relationships between Women in Rural Society —

Chiara COMASTRI

Keywords: Yamashiro Tomoe, Japanese rural society, women writing, Hiroshima
atomic bomb, Post-War culture

Yamashiro Tomoe (1912-2004) was a well-known writer especially during the
60’s due to the popularity of Niguruma no Uta (Chikuma Shobo, 1956), a novel
which narrates the life struggles of a woman from a rural village from the end of
the Meiji period until Japan’s economic growth in the 1950%. The main subject in
Yamashiro Tomoe’s novels is, in fact, the condition of women living in the rural
society of Bingo, an area in the eastern part of Hiroshima Prefecture, which was
also the author’s hometown. What is interesting about Yamashiro’s approach in
her novels is that, whilst she focuses on the fact that women are indeed victims,
she also highlights their role as (unconscious) oppressors of other women in
their everyday lives. In this way Yamashiro presents the literary text as a ‘mirror’
(kagami) in which these women, when reading, can reflect themselves as both
victims and oppressors. Yamashiro’s goal through this was to raise awareness of
issues regarding relationships between women in rural areas and to bring soli-
darity between them.

The novel Aru Tomurai (1952, published on ‘Sekai’) features these very issues,
showing a protagonist who is both the oppressor (kagaisha) and the oppressed
(higaisha). The atomic bomb, another important theme in Yamashiro’s literature,
is also present in this novel. Aru Tormurai shows us the mechanisms in Japanese
rural society at that time, and also gives us a view into the lives of ‘hibakusha’
(victims of the atomic bomb) who escaped from Hiroshima to the countryside.
This essay has mainly two aims: firstly, to bring to light an almost forgotten but
extremely valuable piece of work from Yamashiro Tomoe, secondly, to prove that
this novel shows us an important turning point in the writer’s production. In the
first paragraph, I describe the main themes of the novel and explain the cultural
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context in which it was written, including some details about Yamashiro Tomoe’s
personal experience as secretary in the Hiroshima Prefecture Farmers Union. In
the second paragraph, I examine the story from the perspective of gender. In the
third paragraph, I express my critical opinion about Aru Tomurai as an ‘atomic
bomb literature’ piece, as it was evaluated in the 70’s and 80’. I conclude my dis-

sertation with a deep analysis of Asayo, the main female character of the novel.



